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Project Partnership Agreement

Definitions and Abbreviations
For the purpose of this agreement, the following words and abbreviations shall have the following meanings:
Agreement means the project partnership agreement

Approval Decision means the approval decision of the monitoring committee as indicated in the Subsidy

Contract

Application Form means the application form as set out in Annex | of this contract together with any

amendments to the application form which are approved by the Programme Authorities.
Lead Partner means: lead beneficiary as referred to in Article 13 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013
Programme means the Interreg Europe programme

Programme Authorities means the managing authority, joint secretariat, certifying authority and/or audit

authority

Programme PGI06011 POTENT (Public Organisations Transform Energy Transition) as described in the
Application Form

Project Partners means the project partners named in the Application Form, including the Lead Partner

Project Management Meetings are the six-monthly meetings of the Project Management Group as specified

in the Application Form, to be attended by all project partners

Subsidy the maximum ERDF co-financing allocated to the Project in accordance with the Application Form
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INTERREG Europe project PGI0O6011 POTENT

Having regard to:

Article 13(2) of Regulation (EU) no 1299/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17
December 2013, on the European Territorial Cooperation goal,

The Programme Manual section “project partnership agreement”, whereupon partners in a project
funded under Interreg Europe have to conclude an agreement concerning their mutual financial and
legal responsibilities, including the functions and responsibilities of the Lead Partner,

The Subsidy Contract signed between the managing authority and the Lead Partner, Article 10

For the implementation of the Interreg Europe project PGI06011 POTENT (Public Organisations Transform

Energy Transition), approved by the monitoring committee on 26 March 2019, the following agreement shall be

made between the Project Partners.

Article 1

Parties to the agreement

The parties to this Agreement are the Lead Partner and the Project Partners as listed in the latest approved

version of the Application Form.

Article 2

Subject of the agreement

Subject of this Agreement is the organisation of a partnership in order to implement the project
PGI06011 POTENT (Public Organisations Transform Energy Transition) as indicated in the annexes.
The annexes comprise:

the latest version of the Application Form approved by the Programme Authorities (Annex I)
the Subsidy Contract between the managing authority and the Lead Partner (Annex II),
Budget by budget line by Project Partner, spending plan by Project Partner (Annex III).
Phase 2 lump sum division (Annex 1V)

The annexes - including all provisions they are based on and refer to - are considered to be an integral
part of this Agreement.
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Article 3

Obligations of the parties

Lead partner’s obligations

The Lead Partner will comply with all obligations deriving from article 13 (2) of Regulation (EU) No
1299/2013, the Subsidy Contract and the Programme Manual, and inter alia, ensure the transfer of the
Subsidy to the Project Partners as quickly as possible and in full.

The Lead Partner will inform the Project Partners on a regular basis about any relevant communication
between the Lead Partner and the joint secretariat.

Before submitting a request for change to the joint secretariat, the Lead Partner shall obtain the
approval of the other Project Partners on the changes proposed. The Lead Partner may set a deadline
to the Project Partners for this approval so that beyond this deadline the proposed changes are

considered as approved by the other Project Partners.

Partners’ obligations

4,

To be eligible as Project Partner under Interreg Europe, the Project Partner has to be a legal entity.

All Project Partners will do everything in their power to implement the Project as defined in the present
Agreement and in line with the latest approved version of the Application Form.

All Project Partners shall comply with the provisions of the Subsidy Contract, the Programme Manual,
the Cooperation Programme and the latest approved version of the Application Form.

All Project Partners shall comply with the statutory rules under European law, national statutory
regulations, orders, decrees and rulings, permits and exemptions which are relevant for the

performance of the present Agreement, specifically with respect to their own portion of the Project.

In addition, they shall fulfil the following obligations:

10.

11.

To nominate a project manager and a financial manager for the parts of the Project for which it is
responsible;

To ensure that at all times a person of sufficient authority and experience is available to respond to the
Lead Partner, provide requested information, attend meetings, ensure proper progress etc. And in
particular to ensure that the persons attending the Project Management Meetings on behalf of the
Project Partners have full understanding of the Project actions/state of art and authority to make
decisions together with the other Project Partners

To give the Lead Partner the authority to represent the Project Partner in all dealings with the
Programme

To provide the Lead Partner with all the information, in the prescribed form, necessary to draw up the
mandatory reports for the Project as well as all other reports on activities, requests for payment and
other documents or information requested by the joint secretariat. The information so requested will be
provided to the Lead Partner on time and complete;
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12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

1

All exchanges of information with the Programme Authorities shall follow the Programme requirements.
To make the Project Partner contributions available as foreseen in the latest approved version of the
Application Form and this Agreement;

To actively encourage the involvement of the stakeholder groups in their regions, their participation in
the Project, and their cooperation with respect to disseminating the Project results;

To react promptly to any request of the Lead Partner, of Programme Authorities and bodies involved in
the Programme implementation, in particular for what concerns requests related to the coordination,
implementation and evaluation of the Project;

To notify immediately the Lead Partner of any event that could lead to a temporary or final
discontinuation or any other deviation of the Project, as well as any change related to the name of the
organisation, its contact details, legal status or any other change concerning the Project Partner’s legal
entity which may have an impact on the Project or on their eligibility to participate in the Programme.

To comply with the planned budget by budget line, spending plan by Project Partner, allocation of tasks
and objectives, outputs and results by Project Partner as indicated in Annex Il of this Agreement and
to notify the Lead Partner without delay of any event that may lead to a deviation.

Article 4

Eligibility of Expenditure

Each Project Partner can only report eligible expenditure. In order to be deemed eligible, the reported
expenditure of each Project Partner shall:

a. relate to activities and costs which are carried out, incurred, and paid from the date of the Approval
Decision to the Project end date as indicated in the Application Form;

b. relate to activities set out in the Application Form which are necessary for carrying out the Project
and achieving the Project’s objectives, outputs and results, and are included in the budget of the
Application Form;

c. be reasonable, justified, and comply with the applicable EU and programme rules. In the absence
of rules set at EU or programme level or in areas that are not precisely regulated national or
institutional rules in accordance with the principles of sound financial management apply;

d. be incurred and paid out by the Project Partner and be substantiated by proper evidence allowing
identification and checking;

e. be identifiable, verifiable, plausible, determined in accordance with the relevant accounting
principles, and recorded in a separate accounting system or with an adequate accounting code;

f. be verified by a first level controller in accordance with Regulation (EU) no 1303/2013, Article
125(4).

By derogation to Article 4.1 (a) to (e), simplified costs options may be indicated in the Programme

Manual and have to be applied accordingly by each Project Partner.

In case a Project Partner does not comply with the eligibility rules, the Lead Partner and/or the

Programme Authorities may impose corrective measure which have to be implemented by the

concerned Project Partner. Those corrective measures can lead to the exclusion of any ineligible

expenditure and to the request for repayment of all or part of the concerned Subsidy.
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Article 5

Decision-making under the agreement

1. The Lead Partner aims to work in harmony with the all the Project Partners sharing together the

actions and the responsibilities as agreed in good faith.

2. Decisions with regard to the general Project activities and the general Project budget will be taken by

the Lead Partner, after due consultation with the Project Partners. Decisions will normally be reached
by consensus, or by majority vote. However, in exceptional cases but always after the consultation of
Project Partners (also on line or via email or by phone) and always acting in the best interests of the
Project as a whole, the Lead Partner has the responsibility to take emergency decisions on behalf of
the consortium.

3. Decisions with regard to the activities and budget of individual Project Partners will be taken by those

Project Partners, always respecting the Subsidy Contract (and associated documents), and decisions

made by the Lead Partner.

4. In order to manage the Project in the best way, in the Project Management Group there will be the

following Leadership Roles (“Activity Leaders”):

Project Partner 9 (Erasmus Centre for Urban, Port and Transport Economics BV) will be

responsible for the exchange of experience actions
e Project Partner 2 (Parma Municipality) will be responsible for the communication actions.
e the Lead Partner will be responsible for overall coordination.

o the appointed Project Secretariat will support the Lead Partner in all aspects of the Subsidy

Contract, and the Leadership Team in all aspects of project management

Project Partners will work with the individual Leaders as if they were the Lead Partner. They will
receive their powers under delegation from the Lead Partner, who will monitor performance and who
reserves the right to change this arrangement if duly justified, and with appropriate adjustments to the

budget.
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Article 6

Financing of joint activities and preparation costs

1. No joint activities are envisaged.

The preparation costs will be paid in full to the Lead Partner, with no distribution to others.

Article 7

Project and programme performance

1. The Lead Partner and the Activity Leaders will do their best to regularly support the Project Partners,

working proactively to plan ahead and anticipate problems

2. In case a Project Partner does not successfully reach one or more expected objectives, outputs or
results as set out in the Application Form, the concerned Project Partner is responsible to follow the

requested corrective measures by the Programme Authorities.

3. In case one or more Project Partner(s) fail to respect the contractual arrangements on delivery in
time, delivery to budget and delivery of outputs as defined in the annexes of this Agreement, the
Programme may reduce the Subsidy and if necessary, stop the Project by terminating the Subsidy
Contract. In such cases, the concerned Project Partner(s) will be liable in compliance with article 8 of
this Agreement.

4. Subsidy payments not requested by each Project Partner in time and in full as indicated in the
spending plan included in Annex Ill may be lost for the concerned Project Partner. This condition will

only happen in case of any mistake made by the concerned Project Partner.

Article 8
Liability
1. In case a Project Partner does not comply with its obligations as agreed upon in this Agreement and

the relevant annexes, the concerned Project Partner shall be the sole responsible for any liabilities,

damages and costs, resulting from the non-compliance.

2. No Project Partner shall be held liable for not complying with its obligations as agreed upon this
Agreement and the relevant annexes should the non-compliance be caused by force majeure. In
such a case, the Project Partner involved must announce this immediately in writing to the other

Project Partners.
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Article 9

Audit rights, evaluation of the project / archiving of documents

The European Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Office, the European Court of Auditors and,
within their responsibility, the relevant bodies of the participating EU Member States [and the Kingdom
of Norway] or other Programme Authorities are entitled to audit the proper use of funds by the Project

Partners or arrange for such an audit to be carried out by authorised persons.

Each Project Partners will produce all documents required for the audit, provide necessary information

and give access to their business premises.

In accordance with Regulation (EU) 1303/2013 Articles 56 and 57 each Project Partner undertakes to
provide independent experts or bodies carrying out any Project evaluation with any document or

information necessary to assist the evaluation.

Each Project Partner will archive documents related to the Project implementation for the period
required by and in compliance with Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 Article 140. The Lead Partner will
inform the Project Partners of the start date of the period referred to in paragraph 1 of Article 140 of
Regulation (EU) no 1303/2013 in due time. This period might be interrupted in duly justified cases and
will resume after any such interruption. Other possibly longer statutory retention periods, as might be

stated by national law, remain unaffected.

In accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, Article 140 (the archiving of the documents) each

Project Partner must ensure that all documents are kept either:

a. in their original form;

b. as certified true copies of the originals;

c. on commonly accepted data carriers including electronic versions of original documents
d. or documents existing as electronic version only.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the archiving formats have to comply with national legal requirements.

The requirements as indicated in points (4) and (5) also apply to any Project Partner which leaves the
partnership before the end of the Project.

Article 10

Communication and publicity

. Each Project Partner will implement a communication and dissemination plan at local level that ensures
adequate promotion of the Project and its results towards potential target groups, Project stakeholders
and the general public in compliance with the Annex XIlI (2.2) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, the
Subsidy Contract (Article 12) and the Programme Manual.

. Unless differently required by the managing authority, any notice or publication in relation to the

Project, made in any form and by any means, including the Internet, must state, where possible, that it
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only reflects the author's views and that the Programme Authorities are not liable for any use that may
be made of the information contained therein.

3. Each Project Partner agrees that the Programme Authorities shall be authorised to publish, in any form
and by any means, including the Internet, the following information:
a. the name and contact details of the Lead Partner and of the Project Partners,
b. the Project name,
c. a summary of the Project activities,
d. the objectives of the Project and the Subsidy,
e. the Project start and end date,
f. the amount of the Subsidy and the total budget of the Project,
the geographical location of the Project implementation,

5 Q@

progress reports including the final report

Article 11

Intellectual Property Rights

1. Allintellectual property, outputs and results (whether tangible or intangible) that derive from the Project

will be the property of the Lead Partner and the Project Partners.

2. Notwithstanding the terms of Article 11.1, the results of the Project have to be made available to the
general public free of charge by the Lead Partner and Project Partners. The managing authority and
any other relevant Programme stakeholder (such as the national points of contact, the European
Commission) may reserve the right to use them for information and communication actions in respect
of the Programme. If there are pre-existing intellectual and industrial property rights which are made
available to the Project, these will be fully respected provided that they are notified by the Lead Partner

and Project Partners to the managing authority in writing.

3. Any income generated by the intellectual property rights must be managed in compliance with the

applicable EU, national and programme rules in the fields of net revenue and state aid.

Article 12
Cooperation with third parties, delegation legal succession

and outsourcing

1. In case of cooperation with third parties including suppliers of good/services, the Project Partner
concerned shall remain solely responsible to the Lead Partner concerning compliance with its

obligations as set out in this Agreement.

2. The Lead Partner shall be informed by the Project Partner about the subject and party of any contract
concluded with a third party.
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No Project Partner shall have the right to transfer its rights and obligations under this Agreement
without the prior consent of the other Project Partners and the responsible programme implementing

bodies.

In cases of legal succession, the Lead Partner or concerned Project Partner is obliged to transfer all

duties under this Agreement to the legal successor.

Outsourcing to consultants or to suppliers of goods/service shall be undertaken in accordance with
procedures set out in the public procurement rules applicable to the contracting partner and in

compliance with the EU directives on public procurement.

Article 13

Duration and right of termination

. The Agreement will enter into force on the date on which it is signed. It will remain in force until
complete fulfilment of the Lead Partner and Project Partners’ obligations under this Agreement and
the Subsidy Contract.

. In particular, all relevant provisions necessary for the fulfilment of the archiving and audit obligations
defined in article 5 of this Agreement shall remain in force until the end of the period referred to in
article 140 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

. The Agreement can be terminated prematurely by means of a decision taken by the Project
Management Group which also makes arrangements regarding the consequences of such premature

termination.

Article 14

Non-fulfilment of obligations and disputes

Each Project Partner is obliged to promptly inform the Lead Partner and provide all necessary details

should there be events that could jeopardise the implementation of the Project.

Each Project Partner is directly and exclusively responsible towards the Lead Partner and the other
Project Partners for the due implementation of its part(s) of the Project as described in the Application
Form as well as for the proper fulfilment of its obligations as set out in this Agreement. Should a Project
Partner not fulfil its obligations under this Agreement in due time, the Lead Partner shall require the
Project Partner to fulfil such obligations within reasonable deadlines set by the Lead Partner. The Lead
Partner shall make every effort in resolving the difficulties, including seeking the assistance of the
Programme. Should the non-fulfilment continue, the Lead Partner may exclude the Project Partner
concerned from the Project. The Programme shall be immediately informed of such an intended

decision.
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R am
The excluded Project Partner is obliged to refund to the Lead Partner any unspent Programme funds
received, and is liable to compensate any damage to the Lead Partner and the remaining Project

Partners due to its exclusion.

The excluded Project Partner has to keep documents for audit purposes according to the provisions of

this Agreement.

The Lead Partner and all Project Partners hereby agree to compensate each other for any damages
that may result from intentional or gross negligence, non-performance or mal-performance of any of

their obligations under the Agreement.

Should non-fulfilment of its obligations by a Project Partner have financial consequences for the funding
of the Project as a whole, the Lead Partner may demand compensation from the responsible Project

Partner to cover the sum involved.

In case of any disputes, the settlement will be adjudicated by the competent court in the district in which
the Lead Partner has its registered office. The Lead Partner’s registered office is located in Lorient
(FR).

Article 15

Demand for repayment

Should the Programme Authorities in accordance with the provisions of the Subsidy Contract demand
repayment of all or part of the Subsidy already transferred, each Project Partner concerned is obliged

to reimburse its share of the Subsidy amount unduly received to the Lead Partner.

The Lead Partner shall, without delay, inform the concerned Project Partner about any
ERDF/Norwegian fund amount unduly paid due to an irregularity as soon as it is informed by the
Managing Authority/Joint Secretariat. It shall also forward, without delay, the letter by which the
managing authority has asserted the recovery order and notify each Project Partner of the amount to
be repaid. This amount is due by the deadline indicated by the Lead Partner in accordance with the
recovery procedure described in the Programme Manual. In case the amount to be recovered shall be
subject to interest, the interest rate will be determined in accordance with the provisions of the Subsidy

Contract (Article 14.3) and would be applied to each concerned Project Partner.

According to article 122.2 of Regulation (EU) 1303/2013 and article 27.3 of Regulation (EU) 1299/2013,
if the Lead Partner does not succeed in securing repayment from other Project Partners or if the
Managing Authority does not succeed in securing repayment from the Lead Partner after having used
all reasonable endeavours in accordance with point 5.4 of the Cooperation Programme and the
Procedure for the recovery of irregularities, the EU Member State or third country on whose territory the
beneficiary concerned is located shall reimburse the Managing Authority any amounts unduly paid to
that beneficiary. The EU Member State or third country (Norway) on whose territory the concerned
beneficiary is located shall be entitled to undertake any legal action that it may deem necessary

towards the concerned beneficiary in order to recover the unduly paid amount, based on national
|
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1.

ﬂ

jurisdiction rules and in accordance with any agreement the EU Member State or third country
(Norway) may have entered into with the beneficiary. In that case, the Lead Partner shall have the right
to transfer its rights and obligations under this Agreement to the EU Member State or third country
(Norway) on whose territory the concerned beneficiary is located provided that the EU Member State or

third country (Norway) agree to this transfer.

Article 16

Amendment of the project partnership agreement, withdrawals

This Agreement shall only be amended in writing by means of an amendment to that effect signed by

all parties involved.

Modifications to the Project (e.g. concerning activities, time schedule or budget) that have been
approved by the Programme Authorities, in compliance with the procedure set in the Programme
Manual, can be carried out without amending the Agreement.

If one of the Project Partners withdraws from the partnership, the Lead Partner and the Project
Partners shall endeavour to cover the contribution of the withdrawing Project Partner, proposing to
the Programme Authorities either to reallocate the tasks of the withdrawn Project Partner amongst
the remaining Project Partners and/or to replace the withdrawn Project Partner by one or more new
Project Partners.

Article 17
Working language
The working language of this Partnership shall be English.
The English version of the Agreement is the binding one.
Article 18

Final provisions

This Agreement is governed by French law.

If any provision in this Agreement should be wholly or partly ineffective, the parties to this Agreement
undertake to replace the ineffective provision by an effective provision which comes as close as
possible to the purpose of the ineffective provision.
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ANNEX I

TABLE 1 Spend per project-partner and per budget-line (Phase 1)

. Office and Travel and Extgrnal .
Preparation Staff Administration | Accommodation Expert|§e and| Equipment TOTAL %
Services
1 Lorient €15,000 €115,375 €17,306 €16,162 €128,900 €2,500 €295,243 | 15.7%
2 Parma €108,037 €16,205 €19,020 €69,900 €0 €213,162 | 11.4%
3 Pamplona €114,800 €17,220 €17,550 €37,350 €0 €186,920 | 10.0%
4 MKC €129,285 €19,392 €14,500 €28,200 €0 €191,377 | 10.2%
5 Ostrava €87,000 €13,050 €19,100 €43,750 €0 €162,900 | 8.7%
6 ESS €160,225 €24,033 €20,200 €32,800 €0 €237,258 | 12.7%
7 TREA €103,500 €15,525 €17,600 €27,200 €0 €163,825 | 8.7%
8 Ettlingen €152,800 €22,920 €16,800 €32,300 €0 €224,820 | 12.0%
9 Erasmus €138,625 €20,793 €20,200 €19,500 €0 €199,118 | 10.6%
ALL €15,000 | €1,109,647 €166,444 €161,132 €419,900 €2,500 | €1,874,623
59.2% 8.9% 8.6% 22.4% 0.1%
TABLE 2 Spend per project-partner and per Semester (Phase 1)
Semester 1 | Semester 2 | Semester 3 | Semester4 | Semester5 | Semester 6 TOTAL
1 Lorient €37,419 €42,036 €50,444 €54,647 €58,851 €51,846 €295,243
2 Parma €17,053 €31,974 €38,369 €41,567 €44,764 €39,435 €213,162
3 Pamplona €14,954 €28,038 €33,646 €36,449 €39,253 €34,580 €186,920
4 MKC €15,310 €28,707 €34,448 €37,319 €40,189 €35,404 €191,377
5 Ostrava €13,032 €24,435 €29,322 €31,766 €34,209 €30,136 €162,900
6 ESS €18,981 €35,589 €42,706 €46,265 €49,824 €43,893 €237,258
7 TREA €13,106 €24,574 €29,489 €31,946 €34,403 €30,307 €163,825
8 Ettlingen €17,986 €33,723 €40,468 €43,840 €47,212 €41,591 €224,820
9 Erasmus €15,929 €29,868 €35,841 €38,828 €41,815 €36,837 €199,118
ALL €163,770 €278,944 €334,733 €362,627 €390,520 €344,029 | €1,874,623
8.7% 14.9% 17.9% 19.3% 20.8% 18.4%
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ANNEX IV

Spend per project-partner (Phase 2)

TOTAL %

1 Lorient €21,419 15.7%
2 Parma €15,464 11.4%
3 Pamplona €13,561 10.0%
4 MKC €13,884 10.2%
5 Ostrava €11,818 8.7%
6 ESS €17,213 12.7%
7 TREA €11,885 8.7%
8 Ettlingen €16,310 12.0%
9 Erasmus €14,446 10.6%
ALL €136,000
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Signature

The Lead Partner N 1

ALOEN - Agence locale de I’énergie et du climat de Bretagne Sud
ALOEN - Energy and climate local agency of South Brittany

6 rue de I’Aquilon

56110 Lorient

France

Place and date:

Name and function of the signatory:

Signature/Stamp:
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The Project Partner N 2

Comune di Parma
Parma Municipality
Strada Repubblica 1
Parma 43121 Italy

Place and date:

Signature

Name and function of the SIgNatory:

Signature/Stamp:
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Signature

The Project Partner N 3

Ayuntamiento de Pamplona - Irufia
Pamplona City Council

Plaza Consistorial s/n

Pamplona 31001

Espafa

Place and date:

Name and function of the signatory:

Signature/Stamp:
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Signature

The Project Partner N 4

Milton Keynes Council

Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East
Milton Keynes MK9 3EJ

United Kingdom

Place anNd ate:

Name and function of the SIgNatory:

SIgNALUNE S aMID:. s
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Signature

The Project Partner N5

Statutarni mésto Ostrava
City of Ostrava
Prokesovo nam. 8
Ostrava 729 30

Czech Republic

Place and date:

Name and function of the signatory:

Signature/Stamp:
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The Project Partner N 6

Energikontor Sydost AB

Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden
Vaxjo 352 46

Sweden

Place and date:

Name and function of the signatory:

Signature/Stamp:

Signature
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Signature

The Project Partner N7

Tartu Regiooni Energiaagentuur
Tartu Regional Energy Agency
Narva mnt 3

Tartu 51009

Estonia

Place and date:

Name and function of the signatory:

Signature/Stamp:
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The Project Partner N 8

Stadtwerke Ettlingen

Ettlingen Municipal Services Agency
Hertzstrasse 33

Ettlingen 76275

Germany

Place and date:

Name and function of the signatory:

Signature/Stamp:

Signature
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Signature

The Project Partner N 9

Erasmus Centre for Urban, Port and Transport Economics BV
Room H16-01, Burg. Oudlaan 50

Rotterdam 3062 PA

Netherlands

Place and Aate:

Name and function of the SIgNAtOrY: e

SIgNAUNE SEAIMD: e
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